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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 3888 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PO 

SUB J : TROUBLE IN THE AZORES 

SUMMARY: SEPARATIST-INSPIRED VIOLENCE ERUPTED IN THE 
AZORES MAY 13 AND MAY 16. PRESIDENT EANES IS VERY CONCERNED 
AND IS PREPARED TO SEND IN POLICE SHOCK TROOPS FROM 
THE MAINLAND IF REQUESTED BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . SHOWING THE FLAG: SEPARATIST SYMPATHIZERS TOOK 
ADVANTAGE OF RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES (FESTA DO SENHOR 
SANTO CRISTO) IN PONTA DELGADA TO PROVOKE A NEW 
CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE CENTRAL AND REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS. 
DURING THE NIGHT OF MAY 13 SEPARATIST SYMPATHIZERS 
REPLACED THE PORTUGUESE FLAG FLYING IN THE MAIN SQUARE 
WITH THE BLUE AND WHITE STANDARD POPULARLY ASSOCIATED 
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WITH THE SEPARATIST MOVEMENT. THE PONTA DELGADA 

AUTHORITIES RESPONDED TIMIDLY. FACED WITH LACK OF 

ACTION BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES AN AZOREAN-BASED PORTUGUESE MILITARY 

CONTINGENT WAS CALLED IN BY LISBON WITH ORDERS TO HAUL 

DOWN THE AZOREAN FLAG. SEVERAL INJURIES WERE REPORTED 

IN ENSUING INCIDENTS. IN THE EARLY MORNING OF MAY 16, 

SEPARATISTS IN PONTA DELGADA ATTEMPTED TO SEIZE A 
POLICE STATION. SEVERN WERE INJURED IN THE RESULTING CLASH. 

2. PRESIDENT RESPONDS: THE PRESIDENCY RESPONDED TO 

THE MAY 13 INCIDENT WITH A STRONG STATEMENT CONDEMNING 
THE EVENTS AS "INTOLERABLE" AND CRITICIZING THE "INACTION 
OF THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT." PRESIDENT EANES CALLED IN 
PSD PRESIDENT SA CARNEIRO ON MAY 15 AND 16 FOR STRAIGHT- 
FROM-THE-SHOULDER DISCUSSIONS OF THE SITUATION. ON 
MAY 16, THE PRESIDENCY WAS CONSIDERING SENDING IN THE 
POLICE INTERVENTION FORCES FROM THE MAINLAND TO RESTORE 
ORDER, BUT ONLY IF THE AZOREAN AUTHORITIES REQUESTED THEM. 

3. SA CARNEIRO REACTS: FOLLOWING THE MEETING AN 
OBVIOUSLY NERVOUS SA CARNEIRO RESPONDED TO THE PRESS BY 
MAKING THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

- THE SITUATION IN THE AZORES WAS COMPLETELY CALM. 

- A DISAGREEABLE INCIDENT HAD OCCURRED BUT IT SHOULD 
NOT BE OVER DRAMATIZED. 

- THE PSD WOULD DO ALL IN ITS POWER TO PREVENT THE 
SITUATION FROM SERVING AS A PRETEXT FOR DESTABILIZATION. 

- THE SITUATION WAS EVEN MORE DELICATE BECAUSE OF THE 
PRESENCE IN PORTUGAL OF VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE TO 
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NEGOTIATE AN AGREEMENT ON LAJES (SIC) AND A U.S. LOAN 
(SIC), EVEN THOUGH THE LEGISLATURE HAS NOT BEEN HEARD 
ON THESE SUBJECTS. 

4. OTHER REACTIONS: THE SOCIALIST PARTY BOTH IN THE 
AZORES AND ON THE MAINLAND ISSUED STATEMENTS CONDEMNING 
THE ACTION OF THE SEPARATISTS AND CALLING 

ATTENTION TO WHAT THEY DESCRIBED AS THE "USUAL AMBIGUITIES" 

OF THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT IN FAILING TO RESPOND WITH 
FIRMNESS. THE AZOREAN REGIONAL GOVERNMENT ISSUED A NOTE 
STATING THAT THE PONTA DELGADA MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES 
HAD NOT INTENDED TO OFFEND IN ANY WAY NATIONAL 
SOVEREIGNTY BY ALLOWING THE HOISTING OF THE AZOREAN 
BANNER BUT RATHER TO AFFIRM THEIR TIES TO REGIONAL AUTONOMY. 

5. COMMENT: TENSIONS CONTINUE TO RUN HIGH. THE 
SEPARATISTS HAVE TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF THE PRESENCE IN 
PONTA DELGADA OF THOUSANDS OF VISITORS, INCLUDING 
SOME LUSO- AMERICANS SYMPATHETIC TO THE SEPARATIST CAUSE 
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TO TEST THE RESOLVE OF LISBON AUTHORITIES. 
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